08/22/2005 14:49 FAX 7136234846 



(D004/006 



PATENT 

Atty. Okl. No. MRK$yD028.Cl 

1-20, (Canceled) 

21. (Previously Presented) A method of facilitating making of a connection between 
an upper tubular and a lower tubular, comprising: 

engaging the upper tubular with a tubular engagement tool of a top drive having 
a suspension unit; 

engaging a lower end of the upper tubular with an upper end of the bwer tubular; 

rotating the upper tubular via the tubular engagement tool, thereby threading the 
tubulars to fomi the connection; 

torquing the connection via the tubular engagement tool; and 

compensating for movement of the upper tubular with the suspension unit during 
the threading. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 , further comprising adjusting the 
suspension unit.to move the upper tubular in at least two planes. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, wherein compensating for 
movement of the upper tubular comprises pneumatically compensating via at least one 
piston and cylinder arrangement. 

24. (Previously Presented) A method of facilitating making of a connectk>n between 
an upper tubular and a lower tubular, comprising: 

engaging the upper tubular with a tubular engagement tool of a top drive having 
a suspension unit; 

compensating for weight of the upper tubular to accommodate movement of the 
upper tubular while engaged by the tubular engagement tool; 

engaging a lower end of the upper tubular with an upper end of the lower tubular 
to form the connection therebetween; and 

delivering torque to the upper tubular via the tubular engagement tool. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24. wherein engaging the lower end 
of the upper tubular with the upper end of the lower tubular includes rotating the upper 
tubular, thereby threading the tubulars together. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising 
compensating for movement of the upper tubular with the suspension unit during the 
threading. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising adjusting the 
suspension unit to move the upper tubular In at least two planes. 

^28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein compensating for 
weight of the upper tubular comprises compensating via at least one piston and cylinder 
arrangement. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein compensating for 
weight of the upper tubular is pneumatic. 

30. (Canceled) 
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